
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

When Jacob Marley appears to Ebenezer Scrooge at the beginning of A Christmas Carol, he wears a long 
chain, clasped around his middle, “made of cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, ledgers, deeds, and heavy purses 
wrought in steel.” He tells Scrooge that he wears the chain he forged in life, and now he wanders the earth be-
cause in life his spirit never went beyond “the narrow limits of our money-changing hole.” Old Marley’s life 
had been about money until it ended; now he pays the price. 

Luke calls on his community to consider its use of money. In today’s parable a steward has been caught squan-
dering his master’s property. Seeing that his days are numbered, the steward acts quickly to ensure that he will 
have friends at the end. Surprisingly, the master commends him for “acting prudently.” Jesus then comments 
that the children of this world have more gumption than the children of light, using their money to make 
friends. 

Three other comments follow: Use money to make friends for eternity; trustworthiness in small matters and 
earthly wealth will lead to being trusted with true wealth, i.e. God’s kingdom; and you have to choose between 
God and “mammon” (whatever holds your deepest trust other than God). In a nutshell, use your money to 
serve; allow God to save. 

Jesus is in line with the prophet Amos, who castigates the businessmen of his day for cheating the poor and 
needy. God is on the side of these little ones. They are the ones we are to befriend by using our money for 
their good. Jesus, who came as a “ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:4), is our true wealth. 

—James A. Wallace, C.SS.R. 
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

We pray for the wisdom to live justly, that is, 
in such a way that we keep ourselves in proper relationship with God, 

with each other, and with the earth. 
We pray for the wisdom to use our financial resources to help bring about such “just living.” 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

PRIORITIES 

In the first reading, the prophet Amos rages against all those whose 
greed is so great that they would close their eyes and hearts to the 
needs of the poor among them. To make a buck is one thing, Amos is 
saying. To make it on the backs of the helpless is quite another. 

In the second reading, Paul reminds us of our charge and duty to pray. 
He issues a call to more expansive prayer—prayer that should mark 
the daily life of Christians. 

In the Gospel, Jesus describes the wholehearted effort of a crafty serv-
ant who sees “downsizing” heading his way. Jesus finds him a marvel 
and puzzles over why such cleverness is limited to the world of com-
merce. Jesus wonders why those who seek a “position” in the reign of 
God lack such wit and wherewithal. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

God . . . wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. 
— 1 Timothy 2:4 



 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, Sept. 17 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Mary Ann Pelzel  
        by Roland & Joyce Halfmann 
6:30 pm:  +Chico Denis (In Spanish) 
        by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 

Sunday, Sept. 18 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
       by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 
10:00 am: + Hubert Frerich 
       by Russell & Kim Halfmann 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, Sept. 19 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: +Stanley Kuapil by Eugene & Marilee Jost 

Tuesday, Sept. 20 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Kay Gully by Pat & Rose Pelzel 
8:00 am + Doyle Allen by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 

Wednesday, Sept. 21 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am + Roger Boyd by James & Kay Donna Machicek  
7:00 pm + James Glass by George & Doris Schwartz 
     (In Spanish)     

Thursday, Sept. 22(St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)               
7:00 am: + Ryder Gass by Darrell & Danielle Halfmann  
8:00 am:+ Tracy Grimes by Sheryl Wilson 

Friday, Sept. 23 (St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
7:00 am + Arnold Matthiesen by Lawrence & Helen Jost 

Saturday, Sept. 24 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by David & Belinda Weishuhn 
6:30 pm:  +Larry Hays by Kevin & Linda Hirt 
     (In Spanish) 

Sunday, Sept. 25 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Hubert Frerich by Gary & Janice Durham 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Rose Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

When the Roman Empire turned a favorable eye 
toward the once-persecuted Christians, among the ef-
fects was a population explosion in the baptismal font, 
as Christian sympathizers stepped from the shadows. 
With more and more people becoming Christians, 
laws were passed to protect Sunday as a work-free 
day. Soon, it became possible to celebrate Mass later 
in the morning, rather than the older custom of gather-
ing before dawn to celebrate Eucharist. Amazingly, 
despite the increasing numbers of Christians, there 
was great resistance to adding to the number of wor-
ship events; the Eucharist that began as a few friends 
around a table soon was transformed into a more for-
mal event with throngs crowding a large hall. All the 
Christians in a city or town would gather around the 
bishop for the one Sunday Eucharist, and only when 
the crowds became unmanageable was there an im-
pulse to divide the assembly by splitting off a new 
bishop and flock.  

Now, sixteen hundred years later, many parishes 
see a need to trim or combine Mass schedules. This is 
often seen as tough surgery. Yet our forebears in the 
faith would see it as a gain: a filling up of the Eucha-
rist with a large and vigorous assembly, a fullness of 
ministry, an opportunity to make the Church more ful-
ly visible and stronger for service.  

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

La última mitad del siglo pasado, nuestro conti-
nente vio el derrame de muchísima sangre cristiana. 
No podemos olvidar la sangre de quienes dieron la 
vida por el Evangelio de la justicia: Michel Quiroga 
evangelizador colombiano; Agustina Rivas monjita 
peruana; Vicente Matute líder indígena hondureño; 
Marlene Kegler una Universitaria de 23 años argenti-
na. Estos son algunos ejemplos de tantos que murie-
ron creyendo que la doctrina cristiana no se puede 
contener en templos y conventos. Dieron la vida por 
querer vivir su fe en situaciones de discriminación e 
injusticia. Derramando su sangre se convirtieron en 
ángeles de justicia que gritan a Dios uniendo sus vo-
ces a la de Abel.  

Todos estos mártires latinoamericanos murieron a 
manos de latinoamericanos. Dieron sus vidas, según la 
mártir chilena Joan Alsina, como granos de trigo. Y 
desde el cielo ella nos pide: “Esperamos tu solidari-
dad. ¿Entiendes ahora lo que significa el Cuerpo de 
Cristo? Si nosotros nos hundimos es algo de tu espe-
ranza la que se hunde. Pero si de las cenizas asumi-
mos la vida de nuevo, es algo que nace de nuevo en 
ustedes.”  

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For September 

Abolition of the Death Penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dig-
nity of the human person, may be legally abolished in 
every country  

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Poverty, as exam-pled 
by many Saints, is not 
the only path of holi-
ness. This Sunday's 
Gospel reading tells us 
how a person can be 
affluent and holy at 
the same time -- as 
exampled by other 
Saints.  

If we recognize that 
our possessions are 
gifts from God that are 
meant to enhance his 
kingdom, we are holy. 
But if we cling to 
money and material 
wealth as if they are 
meant only for our 
own benefit, we've 
divided ourselves 
from God, because 
God's Word empha-
sizes the importance 
of distributing to oth-
ers a generous portion 
of everything we re-
ceive.  

When acquiring 
wealth is a higher pri-
ority than distributing 
what we already have, 

God is not our master. This is true not only with ma-
terial goods, but with everything else that is good, 
too.  

We are all richly blessed one way or another: How 
readily to do use your riches for the benefit of oth-
ers?  

The "dishonest wealth" of which Jesus speaks is an-
ything that "belongs to another". When we use other 
people's money (for example, taking out a loan from 
the bank) to our own advantage, we are not being 

trustworthy stewards 
unless it also glori-
fies the kingdom of 
God. Likewise, if we 
misuse time by cater-
ing to selfish desires 
at the expense of 
those who need our 
attention, we are un-
trustworthy in the 
kingdom of God. Je-

sus wants to bless people through you. He has called 
you to be a distributor of his gifts. If we ignore this 
primary principle of God’s economy, Jesus says, 
"Who will give you what is yours?"  

What is ours, if we're trustworthy enough to be good 
stewards, are riches that will remain with us for all 
of eternity: the wealth of the spirit, the approval and 
praise of God, the fullness of love, etc.  

To be holy with affluence, we have to first be trust-
worthy with the love that belongs to others – the 
love that God feels for them. Our trustworthiness is 
found in the sharing of our temporal (earthly) goods 
as well as eternal goods (faith, hope, etc.).  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. What are you reluctant to share? What do you 
fear will happen if you surrender it to God for his 
use and his purposes? 

2. What do you need to do with this fear so that you 
can become a good steward of God's riches? 

3. Name any material possession that seems to be 
used only for worldly or selfish purposes. 

4. Can it be converted into a gift for others and used 
for the glory of God? If so, how? 

Amos 8:4-7 
Ps 113:1-2, 4-8 

1 Timothy 2:1-8 
Luke 16:1-13 

Monday September 19 
Prov 3:27-34 

Ps 15:2-5 
Luke 8:16-18 

Tuesday September 20  
Sts. Andrew Kim Taegon,  
Paul Chong Hasang, & co.  

Prov 21:1-6,10-13 
Ps 119:1,27,30,34,35,44 

Luke 8:19-21 

Wednesday September 21 
St. Matthew 

Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13 
Ps 19:2-5 

Matthew 9:9-13 

Thursday September 22 
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11  

Ps 90:3-6,12-14,17bc 
Luke 9:7-9 

Friday September 23  
St. Pio of Pietrelcina  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
Ps 144:1b-4 Luke 9:18-22 

Saturday September 24 
Ecclesiastes 11:9 12:8 

Ps 90:3-6,12-14,17 
Luke 9:43b-45 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

September 18 
St. Lawrence –Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 
St. Thomas –  Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 

September 25 
St. Lawrence– Brad Easterling Family 
St. Thomas– Richard & Dinette Watkins 

September Worklist   

Pete & Alejandra Talamantes- CH                                    
Brandon & Laura Dieringer, Dennis & Dee           
Matthiesen, Leo & Alma Romero, Dennis & Barbara 
Fuchs, Cody & Stephanie Wilson, Jorge & Christina 
Espinoza, Cole &  Emilee Schwartz , Mike & Denise 
Batla, Juan & Maria Salazar, Peyton & Macayla 
Schaefer, Lane & Jamie Halfmann, Juan & Selena 
Bustos, Scott & Andrea Hillger Alan Dierschke, Larry 
& Kathy Wheat 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Doug Jost, Mike Hillger,                    
Landry Dieringer, and Kim Halfmann,  

Anniversaries: Delmar & Marcie Batla,               
Brandon & Laura Dieringer and Pat & Rose Pelzel 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Lorena Garcia, Aiden Reyes,                 
and Sandra Reyes  

Anniversaries: Wilson & Kelly Marshall 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, September 24                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, September 25     
 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher   
 Readers: Volunteers                                          
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Festival News 

If you would like to make a cash donation for festival 
meat, please do so to one of the following PC officers: 

Brandon Dieringer, Travis Gully, Shawn Hartle, 
Wayne Davis, Russ Eggemeyer or Mitchell Jansa. 

Fall Festival Cleanup of the church buildings and 
grounds will be Tuesday September 27th at 9:00 am. 

Cake domes are in the back of church, please pick 
them up. 

The 2022 Fall Festival Worklist is in back of church. 
Please pick one up. 

PRIORIDADES 
En la primera 
lectura, el pro-
feta Amós se en-
furece contra to-
dos aquellos tan 
avarientos que 
cierran sus ojos y 
su corazón a las 
necesidades de 
los pobres entre 
ellos. Ganarse un 
dólar es una co-
sa, dice Amós. 

Hacerlo a costa de los desamparados es algo com-
pletamente distinto. En la segunda lectura, Pablo nos 
recuerda nuestra responsabilidad y deber de rezar. 
Hace un llamado a incluir a todos en nuestra oración –
una oración que debe distinguir la vida diaria de los 
cristianos. En el Evangelio, Jesús describe el intenso 
esfuerzo de un astuto sirviente que ve aproximarse un 
“recorte” de personal. Jesús lo admira y se pregunta 
por qué tanta astucia se limita al mundo de los negoci-
os. Jesús no entiende por qué quienes buscan una 
“posición” en el Reino de Dios no son tan ingeniosos 
y tan recursivos. 

 Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish book study -- Monday, September 19 at 

6pm.  We will discuss up to page 73 of  

"The Alchemist". 

See you at St. Lawrence. 



… continued from last week 

A priest, of course, is God's 
plaything. He surrenders his will 
to God in becoming a priest. He 
has twin supernatural powers – 
consecrating and forgiving. But 
I know God, who has blessed 
me with weakness, has not given 
me the strength rumour assigns 
to me.  

I have been able to do nothing but think. My heart has 
been chug chugging along like a motor ready to give 
its last gasp.  

How did I ever become a priest in the first 
place? Somehow or other – the day I went to confes-
sion to my old pastor – I felt it was what God wanted 
me to do, that I would never be happy save as a priest. 
I have never had the slightest doubt about God's in-
tention.  

The day the seminary rector said, "In the name 
of your bishop, I am calling you to sacred orders," I 
knew the die was cast. Overwhelmed with a sense of 
unworthiness, I was comforted by the thought – God 
wills it. And His will was my will.  

I freely chose this life. Perhaps I might have 
had a longer life outside the priesthood, but I know I 
made no mistake. I would rather be a priest for a day 
than a king for a century.  

Perhaps others struggle, or act as if a choice of 
lifework were like a lottery, but my call came the easy 
way. The hard things came afterward.  

Now it seems that all those barriers I had to 
cross were of another generation, another century. I 
wanted to be a teacher. "For this was I born, and for 
this I came into the world, that I should give testimo-
ny to the truth." My bishop decided otherwise. Now I 
know he was right.  

St. Paul wrote to the Philippians, “It is God 
who worketh in you both to will and to accomplish, 
according to His will."  

Now on my deathbed I marvel at God's good-
ness. I had a hard time losing my life. Now I have 
found  

Why can I say so presumptuously that I am 
one of the happiest of priests? Because the priesthood 
completed my life, its desires, its aspirations, its 
dreams. And there was in it to me a finality. A priest 

is closest to his end, which is God.  

As I look back on my long priestly life of 
three years and six months, I find that, outside the 
Mass, the hours I spent in the confessional were the 
most productive of peace. I never hurried a penitent. I 
never spoke harshly to one. And every confession has 
revealed to me God's infinite mercy in a soul strug-
gling with evil.  

Children's confessions have been my delight 
and joy. "Suffer the little children to come unto Me 
and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” 

Twice I buried holy innocents whom God was 
eager to have with Him. Forgive me, Jesus, if I be-
grudged You their company. One was an altar boy. 
Have him light the candles for me soon.  

How long will science and tender care prevent 
me from seeing the priesthood from beyond the veil 
of eternity? Soon, I know. Is not death a vocation? 

… July 18; 10 a.m.  

 My parents were here today and saw me when 
I did not see them. The doctor made a mistake in not 
waking me. I was in an oxygen tent most all day. My 
mother's arthritis is so bad she can scarcely walk. The 
trip here must have caused her great pain.  

How can I ever show them how I love them? 
Must I wait until I welcome them at the portals of 
heaven? They have enjoyed my priesthood, at least up 
to now. I took literally the words of Jesus about leav-
ing father and mother and home for His sake.  

They never interfered with my work, but I was 
strongly tempted to idle with them time that my par-
ish and children demanded.  

… July 19; 8 a.m. 

Better; much better. Two hours in a wheel 
chair. Why? Is God playing tricks on me?  

Jesus, if You have more crosses to send, send 
them quickly.  

… July 20; 10 a.m.  

This morning the Bishop sent word he was 
calling. That seemed strange. He is in and out so of-
ten. I was tempted to tell sister, "Tell His Excellency I 
shall grant him an audience", but that would be flip-
pant.  

  … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



WHO BECOMES CATHOLIC TODAY? 

Who are the people who join the Catholic Church today? 

You or someone you know may be in one of the following life situations: 

♦ Young people who are engaged to marry Catholics want to share not only their lives and values, but also their 
faith. 

♦ Young parents who are expecting their first born or have children starting school often find that this is the time to 
join a faith community that will help them find God in their lives and establish moral values in their family. 

♦ People who are baptized either in the Catholic faith or another Christian religion, but were not brought up or edu-
cated in the religion. As the years go by, they may seek to return to their Christian roots. 

♦ People from all backgrounds that are seeking God in their lives…looking for answers to life and death questions. 

The Catholic Church offers great traditions of Scripture, the worship of God in vibrant liturgies, intellectual studies 
of theology, joyful celebrations through the Sacraments, care for the sick and the dying and love and hope for the 
poor of the world. 

"This is my body given for 
you" Luke 22:19 

Catechetical Sunday is a won-
derful opportunity to reflect on 
the role that each person plays, 
by virtue of Baptism, in handing 

on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. This 
year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday 
on September 18, 2022 , and the theme is: “This is 
my body given for you”  
 

Even though Labor Day was celebrated a cou-
ple of weeks ago, this weekend we focus on those 
people who perform a great deal of labor in sharing 
the Good News with our community in the form of 
our catechists. This weekend the Church celebrates 
Catechetical Sunday and we thank those who dedi-
cate their time, patience and energy in our different 
parish programs. 

Please offer a prayer of thanks for those cate-
chists in our Religious Education program, our 
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults), 
EDGE and CYO programs. 

Each of these programs offers a wonderful 
ministry to the parishioners of St. Lawrence Church 
and to people in our surrounding areas. If you have 
ever had a desire to be a catechist in any of these are-
as, please don’t hesitate to contact the Parish Office 

or the Religious Education Office. 

Please offer this prayer from the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops for our catechists 
this weekend as we celebrate their ministry of shar-
ing the Catholic faith with others! 

RCIA  
“Come and See” (John 1:39) It’s not too late to join.  This on Tuesday evening from 5:45 pm to 7:15 pm in 
the St. Isidore room we are offering instructional classes on the faith, worship, and life of the Catholic 
Church.  The classes are held the St. Isidore Room and are open to anyone whether Catholics or non-
Catholics.  For additional information please contact Karla Hoelscher at 432-238-3891.  

Lord God, 
source of all wisdom and knowledge, 

you sent your Son, Jesus Christ,  
to live among us  

and to proclaim his message of  
faith, hope, and love to all nations. 

In your goodness,  
bless our brothers and sisters  
who have offered themselves  

as catechists 
for your Church. 

Strengthen them with your gifts 
that they may teach  

by word and by example the truth 
that comes from you. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 




